[Case of hepatocellular carcinoma with a marked reduction in the tumor size induced by PSK administration alone].
A 56-year-old man was admitted to our hospital because of right abdominal pain. The edge of the liver was felt 4.5 fingers breadth below the xiphoid process. AFP was 20100 ng/ml and CEA was 5.6 ng/ml. The chest X-ray indicated existence of lymphangitis and some nodular density suggesting lung metastasis in the both lower-lung fields. 99mTc-phytate liver scan showed a large defect along the antero-inferior margin of the right hepatic lobe, which revealed an abnormal uptake of 67Ga-citrate. Ultrasonograms demonstrated a solid mass, 8 X 9 cm, in the right lobe of the liver. A CT-scan of the abdomen also showed a large, rounded, low attenuation mass with central necrosis in the right hepatic lobe: the pancreas and the remaining retroperitoneal structures appeared normal. Following the administration of PSK alone, 3 g daily, for three months, a remarkable regression of both hepatomegaly and lung metastasis was observed. Liver scan, ultrasonograms and CT-scan showed a striking resolution of the intrahepatic mass except central necrosis. AFP decreased to 33.7 ng/ml and CEA was 8.2 ng/ml. After about one year, however, ultrasonogramms showed a newly growing solid mass, 3.5 X 3.5 cm, in the left lobe of the liver. A needle biopsy specimen was taken from the intrahepatic mass, and it was interpreted as hepatoma. He is now healthy.